BATTLE OF THE PAS DE CALAIS                81
Georges Leygues, then France's Minister of Marine, to
whom the writer owes this glimpse into the French archives,
comments like this:
"The German fleet did not know how to profit by our
scattered naval forces, which had been concentrated in the,
Mediterranean. The occasion was lost to attempt a sudden
attack on our ports of the North Sea, the Channel, and the
Atlantic. The opportunity was gone for good."
M. Leygues vouches for France's knowledge at that time
that the German plan of attack was for a combined land and
sea operation. Germany hoped, he maintains, by the sudden
occupation of Belgium, first, to turn the heights of the Meuse
and force France's northern frontier; and, second, to assure
herself naval bases from which she might hold or defeat
Great Britain. Calais, Dunkirk, Antwerp, and Ostend had
the same relative importance in the German plans as Amiens,
Belfort, Toul, and Verdun.
On the eastern front Germany felt no hurry in dealing
with the Russians. On the western front she sought the victory
that would make her master of the world. She failed. The
unfought Battle of the Pas de Calais may well have been a
major factor in this failure.